
 

 
POSTER OF THE XII EDITION OF THE NATIONAL NIGHT OF CLASSICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

EXPLANATORY NOTES  BY THE AUTHOR , THE ARTIST VALERIA SANFILIPPO 

 “HOMO SUM” 
The poster created for the National Night of the Classical High School 2026 presents itself as a visual poster of 
humanitas, meant not as an abstract concept, but as a living reality, though  constantly threatened. 
The work stages the relationship between past, present, and future, showing how the legacy of the ancients 
can  serve, still today, as a bulwark against the ugliness of the contemporary world. 
 
The image tells a story of heritage and responsibility. 
At the centre of the visual narration lies a newborn in a nest of leaves, cradled among the 
branches of a tree, bathed in a halo of light beneath the corolla of a beautiful flower. The child embodies 
fulfilled Humanitas. He is the promise of the future, the life that calls for protection and care. The light that 
surrounds him evokes the logos, the reason and the knowledge, essential 
means through which humankind can stand against barbarity.   
 
The anthropomorphic solar figures, flanking him, lovingly reinforce the idea of collective educational  and 
cultural protection. 
However, the world surrounding this fragile life is marked by violence and loss of meaning. The  lower part of 
the image shows cities in flames, weapons, uniformed soldiers, and broken lives, 
with a visual contrast that highlights the tension between civilization and barbarity, which is dramatically up to 
date. 
 
The floating faces, suspended in the intermediate space, with pain, silence and fear expressions are the 
wounded consciences of plural humanity: witnesses of suffering and denied emotions, living memory of what 
has been, of what is in our days, and of what could still be. 
Archetype of continuity and transmission, the tree represents the classical tradition, rooted in the past yet still 
capable of generating life. Among its roots, sunk into a wounded land marked by war, weapons, and 
devastation, a seed shines, a hidden vital principle — the physis — always ready to sprout if properly 
safeguarded. The deepest hope. 
 
The work explains that “Humanitas” isn’t a gift gained only once and forever, but it is a continuous process  of 
taking care, spreading and defending it. The seed between the roots, the child between branches and the tree 
that unites them, is  a temporal metaphor: past, present and future are indissolubly tied together. If the seed is 
forgotten, if the roots are cut off, no future humanity will be able to bloom. 
In this context, the Classical High-School stands up indirectly as a place that preserves the Humanitas: a place 
where the Cultural Heritage of our ancestors isn’t celebrated as a relic, but it is cultivated as a living seed, 
capable of fostering critical awareness, ethical responsibility, and respect for others. 
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